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Introduction
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If the Earth were a single state, 
Istanbul would be its capital 

Istanbul is a huge metropolitan city 
oozing with culture, charm and iconic 
attractions. Dividing Europe and Asia 
by the Bosphorus Straight you will be 
in the heart of east meets west.

With over 15 million inhabitants this 
sprawling city blends the diverse 
history of both Asia and Europe into 
one full on, exciting city to visit. 

With so much to do and see in this city, 
it is easy to spend hours wandering and 
wondering where the time went. Delve 
into the neighbourhoods and 
experience this city as a local. 
 

Napoleon Bonaparte





Brief History
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Istanbul's rich history dates back over 3000 
years, making it an ideal destination for 
history buffs and travellers wishing to 
immerse themselves in centuries worth of 
culture. The city's prime location has been at 
the centre of maritime trade and a hot spot for 
conflict. Having served as a capital of the 
Romans, Byzantines and Ottoman's, evidence 
of their influence lies within the city in the 
form of architecture and traditions. 
 
In 1923 the capital city of Turkey was moved to 
Ankara. In 1930 the city was renamed from 
Constantinople to Istanbul, meaning 'into the 
city' from a Medieval Greek phrase. 
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How to get to Istanbul
Istanbul is one of the easiest places to access 
from anywhere in the world however you 
plan to travel. 
 
The city supports two airports, numerous 
bus depots and train stations across the city.

by 
PLANE

There are hundreds of 
international flights arriving 
daily from within and outside 
of Europe. Istanbul has two 
major airports - Atatürk 
(IST) and Sabiha Gökçen 
(SAW). Located on the 
European side of the city IST 
is 20km from Sultanahmet. 
This is the main airport of 
Istanbul. SAW is 45 km to the 
east of Sultanahmet and 
although further from the 
city centre shouldn't be 
overlooked. A lot of budget 
airlines fly to SAW at a much 
cheaper rate than flying to 
IST.

Atatürk is the 
5th busiest 
airport in 

Europe and 
has an annual 

passenger 
turnover of 

over 64 
million people!
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How to get from IST and SAW: 
 
The best way to get from either 
airport is with shuttle bus 
company Havabus. There are two 
drop-off locations in the city - 
Kadikoy or Taksim Square. This 
shuttle is convenient, easy to find 
and close to the airport baggage 
claim. 
 
Cost: 18 TL/person (3.30 USD) 
 
Duration: 40 minutes from IST 60 
minutes from SAW. 

From the Taksim Square drop-off location, take a taxi 
to the Sultanahmet area. 

Cost: 20-25 TL (3.50 - 4.50 USD)

What to do from Taxsim Square?

Be aware of taxi scams - read section below

Major bus terminal:  
Esenler Bus Station. 
Across the road from the bus depot 
is a local metro station. Catch the 
M1 direct train line to Aksaray and 
from there a taxi to your hotel. One 
way train ticket is 5 TL (1 USD).

by 
BUS
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Coming from Europe you will 
most likely arrive at the Sirkeci 
Station. This station is right in 
the heart of Sultanahmet and 
central to most neighbourhoods 
you will be staying in. From here 
catch a taxi or take the tram to 
your hotel. 
 
Coming from Asia by train you 
arrive at the Haydarpasa Station 
on the Asian side of Istanbul. 
From here catch a ferry to 
Eminonu or Karakoy and then a 
taxi to your final destination.

by 
TRAIN
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Neighbourhoods of Istanbul

SULTANAHMET

Boarding the southern end of the 
Bosphorus, Sultanahmet is the location of 
the old town of Istanbul. 
 
Now famous for the many iconic 
attractions which bring people to the city 
and home to hundreds of hotels and 
restaurants. This small historical area of 
Istanbul is home to the Blue Mosque, the 
Hagia Sophia, Topkapi Palace, Basilica 
Cistern and many other attractions and 
sites. 
 
While this area has lost its old-time charm 
due to the influx of tourism, you will be in 
a central convenient location for 
sightseeing and exploring on foot. Here 
you can find budget hostels all the way up 
to luxe 5-star hotels and suites and 
hopefully catch a glimpse of the charm 
the old town once held.



KARAKÖY/GALATA
A couple of years ago Karakoy was brought into the 

spotlight as the new hipster neighbourhood and has 
yet to be outshone. 

 
Located on the northern side of the Galata Bridge 

this old port area was known for trade and 
transportation. While still a major hub for 

transportation you will also find evidence of the old 
banking buildings from the Ottoman rule to a more 
modern street art and bar/cafe scene. Many of the 

cafes and bars have been converted from old 
workshops and hold a rich history inside the 

buildings. 
 

Karakoy is within walking distance to 
Sultanahmet. Or you can jump on one of the frequent 

trams which lead into the old town.
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DO YOU WANT $55 AUD OFF YOUR 
FIRST AIRBNB BOOKING!

Click Here
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BALAT

The Golden Horn is the waterway which 
separates the northern and southern area of 

European Istanbul. 
 

Situated on the western banks you will find Balat, an 
old Jewish neighbourhood. As well as the 

synagogues and churches which populate the area, it 
is also known for peeling colourful houses. 

 
Few tourists frequent this area, those who do are 

usually on organised walking tours. Stay here for a 
more authentic experience. Balat is close to the 

Grand Bazaar and has easy access to transport to 
reach Sultanahmet and Karaköy.

https://www.airbnb.com.au/c/emorris63?currency=USD


Smack in the middle of the shopping district but still 
close to Sultanahmet. 

 
Istiklal Avenue (Independence Avenue) is a long 
pedestrian street in the heart of Taksim which is 

lined with contemporary modern stores, restaurants 
and upper scale boutique hotels. 

 
Located to the north of Karaköy and Galata this area 
can be explored on foot and has access to trams and 

buses and hosts a busy nightlife.

TAKSIM
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How to get around
Istanbul is a really easy city to get around and if 
you are staying in the Sultanahmet area you can 

walk to most of the attractions. 
 

If however, you're all walked out or want to go a 
bit further afield these tips will help you get 

around the city. 

BUY THE ISTANBUL KART
The Istanbul Kart (Istanbul Card) is a great 
option if you plan on using public transportation 
more than a few time to get around the city.

The card is used for all modes of public 
transport and will start saving you money on 
your third use. The same card can be used for 
multiple people and saves the hassle of 
having to find a pay station before each ride.

Cost to buy
10 TL (<2 USD) to buy but comes loaded with 
4TL, so essentially costs only 6TL.

Cost to ride
Each ride costs 3TL. 
Transfers within a 2 hour period get cheaper, 
with the first costing 1.9 TL. 
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To get from A to B you have to make 
two transfers. 
With the Istanbul kart, the first entry 
point costs 3 TL, the first transfer is 1.9 
and the second is 1.40 making the 
total cost of 6.30 TL. 
Without the card, each ride costs 5 TL 
and would cost 15 TL total making the 
Istanbul kart well worth getting.

Where 
to buy

Ataturk Airport 
Find the kiosk and ticket machines 
after you exit and head down to the 
metro level. 
 
Sabiha Gökçen Airport 
Find the kiosk located across the 
street from the arrivals terminal. 
 
City 
Ticket machines at most metro, 
tram, bus and ferry stations. Keep 
an eye out for kiosks with a sign 
saying Istanbul kart. 

Tip: Buy in the 
city and get the 
Havabus from 

the airports

 - Printable Transportation and          
    Sightseeing Map 

- Avoid getting ripped off with      
    this estimate of taxi fares

Example 
Ride

Istanbul 
Insider 

Resources

https://theistanbulinsider.com/istanbul-transportation-map-with-places-of-interest/
https://theistanbulinsider.com/istanbul-taxi-fares-every-tourist-ought-to-know/
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A great thing about Istanbul is that there are so many 
free or cheap activities to do here. 

Free or cheap activities
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Something I love to do 
when I visit a new place 

is to walk. 
With no destination in 

mind, I like to roam the 
neighbourhoods to get 
my bearings. You are 
able to see so much 

more of a place on foot 
than you do any other 

way.



FREE WALKING TOURS

Istanbul has numerous free walking tours each 
showcasing the city in different ways. These tours 
are run by local guides and if you like the tour a tip 
is always appreciated. Just pay what you can afford.
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A great introduction to your stay in Istanbul. 
A local guide will spend 2.5 hours with you in the  
Old Town and will orientate you with all the famous 
sights. Bookings are essential. Groups meet at the 
Hagia Sophia at 10:45 am.

New Generation Tours

Click for more info about each tour

Free Istanbul Tours

Old part of Istanbul tour - 3.5 hours 
Meets at 10:45 am on a location disclosed after 
booking. Runs Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday and 
Sunday's. See sites of Sultanahmet and learn about 
the history of the city. This tour includes a special 
shisha experience. Bookings to be made online.

Free walking tour of new Istanbul - 4 hours  
Commences at 4 pm and encompasses both the 
European and Asian side. Experience a ferry from 
Europe to Asia (ferry ticket must be purchased) and 
visit the Kadikoy Food Market.

Choose between:

http://www.istanbul-freetour.com/daily-tours/free-tour/
https://www.freeistanbultours.com/tours/istanbul-free-tours/istanbul-free-walking-tour-old-city/
https://www.freeistanbultours.com/tours/istanbul-free-tours/istanbul-free-walking-tour-new-town/


Big Boy Travel

Don't think of yourself as a tour person? Big Boy 
Travel has designed their own self-guided walking 
tours around the Old Town. Download the printable 
map and read about each point of interest as you 
come across it. Estimated time taken: 2 hours.

DONATION BASED TOURS

Guru Tours offer tours in English and Spanish. The 
most popular English tours are: 'Best places to see 
with a local', 'Istanbul city orientation tour' and 
'Istanbul tour with a local'. These tours run on a 
donation basis with a suggested rate between 5 and 
50 TL (1 - 10 USD). They offer seven tours in 
Spanish including one night tour of the bars and 
nightlife. Tours do not run daily so check the 
website for availability and to make bookings.

Guru Walk Tours

OTHER TOURS

There is an endless supply of tours of Istanbul and 
depending on your specific interests and budget 
you should be able to find one to match. Whether 
you are after a tour with focuses on shopping and 
fashion, the Asian side, Jewish heritage, best 
Instagram spots, a food tour or anything in 
between.
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https://www.bigboytravel.com/europe/turkey/istanbul/freewalkingtour/
https://www.guruwalk.com/istanbul
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Showaround.com

This website lists locals who have signed up and 
offer you custom made tours for free or minimal 
cost. Users are usually studying English or tourism 
degrees and looking to improve their skills in some 
way. Guides create a profile and you can select 
from them or add your dates to be contacted.

Tip: You can use this site worldwide. While I haven't 
done one in Istanbul I used it personally in Barcelona 
and it was incredible. I'm now friends with my guide. 
 

Istanbul Layover Tour

This tour is perfect if you only have a short 
stopover in Istanbul. 
These private tours are custom made and will pick 
you up at the airports. Enter your details online and 
you will receive a sample itinerary and quote back 
within 24 hours.

Big Bus Tours
This hop on-hop off bus company has buses 
continually looping the city. Stops are located at all 
major sites and you have the option to get off or 
stay on until the next one. Once finished at a 
site, wait for the next bus to come by and get you.

http://showaround.com/
https://www.freeistanbultours.com/tours/istanbul-layover-tours/
https://www.bigbustours.com/en/istanbul/istanbul-bus-tours/?___store=istanbul_en


Things to do in Sultanahmet
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Sultanahmet is in the old town of Istanbul and 
where the majority of the tourist sites are located. 

DISCOUNT CARDS
Istanbul Tourist Pass
If you plan on visiting all 
the museums and 
attractions in Istanbul it 
is well worth buying the 
Istanbul Tourist Pass. 
 
Quite pricey at $110 USD 
for 2 days or $130 USD 
for 3 days but can save 
you up to 65% overall. 
Includes guided tours 
and numerous 
experiences like a 
Bosphorus dinner cruise 
and Whirling Dervish 
shows. Get around with 
the included hop on hop 
off bus. 
 
Bonus: There is a free 
pick up service from IST 
airport.

Museum Card

A second option is to 
get the Museum Card. 

 
This pass is valid for 5 
days and costs 185 TL 

(35 USD). This card 
allows you a single 

entry into each of the 
museums in Istanbul. 

The full list of 
inclusions can be 

found on their 
website.

https://www.istanbultouristpass.com/
https://www.muze.gov.tr/tr
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SITES AT A GLANCE

Hagia Sophia (Ayasofya)
Completed in 537 AD this incredible piece of 
architecture is one of the oldest historic buildings 
in the world. It has gone from a church to a 
mosque, back to a church and since 1935 is now a 
museum. It is recognisable as one of the most 
iconic buildings in the Istanbul skyline. 
Cost: 60 TL (11 USD) 
Tip: Arrive here at the opening time (9 am) to 
avoid long queues.

Blue Mosque (Sultan Ahmed)
Facing the Hagia Sophia the Blue Mosque was 
built to rival the opposing building in the 17th 
Century. The mosque is named after the blue 
Iznik tiles which decorate the interior of the 
building. Today it is still a special place to worship 
for locals and visiting Muslims. 
Cost: Entry is free 
Tip: Conservative dress is required, headscarves 
for women are provided free of charge.

Hippodrome
Previously used as the sporting and social centre 
for Constantinople this area would frequently see 
chariot races and other events held here. Seating 
100,000 people at full capacity this square is free 
of charge and you can visit various monuments 
which still stand.
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Topkapi Palace
The Topkapi Palace was constructed between 
1460 and 1478. It was used as the place of 
residence and court for Ottoman Sultans up until 
the 19th century. The palace has three different 
areas which have different entry fees, the 
museum costs 60 TL (11 USD). The harem is 35 TL 
(6 USD) and the Hagia Irene Monument is 30 TL 
(5.50 USD). Save time and book tickets online 
here.

Basilica Cistern

Constructed in 532 AD the Basilica Cistern is one 
of several hundred cisterns built under the city to 
hold water supplies. This is the largest and was 
able to hold 80,000 cubic metres of water. It 
gained its name from the location under the 
Roman Basilica above. 
Cost: 20 TL (4 USD).

Istanbul Archaeology Museum

Turkey has such a rich history and is a haven for 
archaeologists. In a country where ruins are being 
discovered all the time, you know the archaeology 
museum is going to be good. 
Cost: 20 TL (4 USD).

http://topkapisarayi.gov.tr/en/visit-information
http://topkapisarayi.gov.tr/en/visit-information
http://topkapisarayi.gov.tr/en/visit-information


2 2

Grand Bazaar
The Grand Bazaar is an incredible place and must 
be seen for yourself. It is one of the oldest 
markets in the world and has over 4,000 stalls. 
Brush up on your barter skills and score some 
souvenirs, clothing and home decor items along 
with much more. Marvel at the incredible covered 
archways and read fun facts located on posts 
hanging overhead. Free to enter. Note: You may 
lose whole days inside here.

Egyptian Spice Bazaar
Once you enter the spice bazaar you will be 
confronted with the aromas of the most 
magnificent spices under the arched walkways. 
This cross-shaped building is only small but a full 
sensory overload and not in a bad way. Wander 
between the stalls and taste the samples of the 
Turkish treats offered to you. If you can fit it, take 
home bags of authentic spices, dried fruits, nuts 
and teas. Entry is free.

http://topkapisarayi.gov.tr/en/visit-information
http://topkapisarayi.gov.tr/en/visit-information
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Things to do elsewhere 
in the city

Galata Bridge
This two-story bridge 

connects the southern and
northern parts of 

Istanbul.  On the river 
level, enjoy restaurants 
and coffee houses while 

watching the ferries go by. 
 

Once on the bridge, you'll 
see hundreds of 

fisherman casting off the 
railings. Stop and grab 
some cheap street food 

including hot corn, 
roasted chestnuts and fish 

sandwiches.
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Galata Tower
On the northern side of 
the Galata Bridge, walk 
up the hill until you see 
the iconic Galata Tower. 

The tower provides 
panoramic views of the 

old town and was 
originally constructed 

as a defence tower of the 
harbour. Entry is 25 TL 

(5 USD).



Grab lunch in Karakoy

To the east of the Galata 
Tower is the suburb of 
Karakoy. Karakoy's 
industrial years create 
the perfect template for 
funky bars and cafes. 
   
Wander up and down the 
alleyways, snap some 
pics of the unique street 
art and grab lunch and 
a specialty coffee in your 
new favourite cafe. 

Go shopping on 
Istiklal Caddesi

Start at Taksim Square 
and head along Istiklal 
Caddesi. This 1.4 km 
stretch of pedestrian- 
only road is Istanbul's 
most popular shopping 
street, which sees 3 
million visitors daily 
during the summer.  
Shops are interspersed 
with old Roman 
churches, historical 
buildings and art 
galleries. Cruise on the 

Bosphorus
You can do full day cruises, dinner cruises or even 
short ferry rides from one side to the other.  The 
official ferry company of Istanbul is Şehir Hatları.   
 
If you don't want to miss a Bosphorus cruise but are 
short on time, take a ferry loop from the Eminönü 
area. This short ride costs 12 TL (2 USD). 
 
          Remember: With the Istanbul Tourist Pass you 
get a free dinner cruise. 
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Explore Kadıköy on the Asian side
Although I never made it to the Asian side it's on my 
list for my next visit to Istanbul. You'll want to 
allocate at least half a day here. Ferries run every 5 
minutes from Eminönü and cost 2.15 TL (< .50c USD) 
for a one-way ticket. 
 
Kadıköy is known for its delicious food markets, 
cafes and galleries. Make sure you check out the 
fresh produce markets and ArtHere cafe and gallery. 

See the colours of Balat
Balat is the traditional Jewish neighbourhood in 

Istanbul which is full of vibrancy and life. This now 
diverse neighbourhood is popular for the old multi- 

coloured buildings and it's architecture. 

Try a traditional Hammam
A must do experience is a Hamman, also known as a 
Turkish Bath. You start out in one of two bathhouses 
divided by men and women. In the first sauna type 
room, you will bathe, relax and sweat. Next, your 
turn will come to be washed, massaged and scrubbed 
down. Think of the 'so good that it hurts' type of 
massage and body scrub. Afterwards, you are free to 
relax in the bath area or the cooler outside area until 
you are ready to leave. 
Expect to pay between $30 and $50 USD. 



Events
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SUMMER
Istanbul Music Festival: This long- 
standing festival runs over the month of 
June showcasing different musical 
genres. 
 
International Istanbul Jazz 
Festival: Held in July there are 
performances from big name bands 
around the world. 
 
Victory Day (Zafer Bayrami): A public 
holiday on August 30 to commemorate 
the victory of the 1922 Battle of 
Dumlupınar. One of the most significant 
battles for  Turkey's independence. 
 
The Sugar Feast (Seker 
Bayrami): (Varying dates yearly - can be 
in Spring) Signifying the end of 
Ramadan much of the city shuts down. 
You'll find traditional shadow and 
puppet plays along with lots of sweets. 



AUTUMN

Efes Pilsen Blues Festival: A two-day blues festival at 
the end of October. 
 
Republic Day: October 29th celebrates the 
proclamation becoming the Republic of Turkey back 
in 1923. 

WINTER
Rumi Festival: Celebrating 
Rumi the poet with traditional 
whirling dervish dances in the 
streets. 
 
New Years Eve: Fireworks! 
 
!f International Film Festival: 
The annual film festival runs 
for 10 days and showcases 
international and Turkish 
films. 

Istanbul Gastronomy 
Festival: Over 2,000 
Turkish and 
international chefs 
compete in a range of 
categories creating 
delicious dishes, 
showcasing their skills 
and sharing world- 
class knowledge and 
expertise.
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Nevruz: Historically for the Iranian Kurds and 
celebrated on March 21st, this large party welcomes 
in the spring season throughout the city. Expect to 
see traditional folk dancing and signing within the 
squares of Istanbul. 
 
Tulip festival: Wander through parks of the city and 
watch as the month of April comes to bloom with 
tulips. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
National Sovereignty and Children’s Day: A public 
holiday in Istanbul you will find parades and 
performances with children in national dress. The 
biggest event is held at the soccer stadium on April 
23rd. 
 
International Theatre Festival: Usually a month- 
long festival of international and local theatre 
productions. Held every second year. 

SPRING
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Foods to try
Turkey has many delicious dishes unique to the 
country and many of these are specific to certain 
regions. 
 
Make sure to tick off a few of these on your visit 
to Istanbul.

Menemen
Commonly eaten for breakfast, 
menemen is cooked in a skillet 
and combines eggs, green 
peppers, tomatoes and spices.

Baklava
This delicious sweet dessert is a 
must try and has many 
variations. Consisting of 
chopped nuts, usually pistachio 
or almond and layers of filo 
pastry held together with sticky 
honey.

Gözleme
A traditional savoury flatbread 
which is usually suitable for 
vegetarians. Try the spinach 
and cheese filled one! Yum.
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Pide
This Turkish Pizza is perfect for a 
quick cheap meal out. Resembling 
little boats and has a chewy thin 
dough.

Döner
Served worldwide döner is not 
just a kebab, you can enjoy the 
rotisserie sliced meat 
straight on a plate 
or in a sandwich.

İmam 
Bayıldı

Another vegetarian 
favourite, this stuffed eggplant 
usually consists of rice, onion and 
tomatoes. Veges: Check there is 
no mince before ordering.

Cig köfte

Traditionally a raw meatball 
dish, Cig köfte is instead now 
made from wheat and tomato 
paste. 

Testi 
Kebab

Slow cooked meat and veggies in 
a sealed clay pot. When ordered 
the waiter will break open with a 
large knife at the table. Served 
with freshly baked bread. 
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Dondurma
My absolute favourite Turkish 
dessert. This sticky ice cream is 
found all over Turkey. Read more 
about my experience with 
dondurma here. 

Turkish 
Coffee

Do you like your coffee thick and 
strong? If so this small espresso- 
sized hit is for you. Just make 
sure not to drink to the bottom or 
you'll get a mouthful of coffee 
grounds (speaking from 
experience). 

Apple Tea
Popular throughout Turkey, this 
tea can be served hot or cold and 
is super tasty. 

http://curiouslyerin.com/visit-pamukkale/
http://curiouslyerin.com/visit-pamukkale/
http://curiouslyerin.com/visit-pamukkale/
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Restaurants

SULTANAHMET

One of the best restaurants I found during my trip 
to Turkey and with a 5-star rating on Trip advisor. 
The staff are wonderful and the food is delicious. 
 
You can find traditional Turkish dishes or opt for 
the slightly less adventurous options. Situated in an 
arch-shaped old building which steps down off the 
street and is uniquely decorated. Open for breakfast, 
lunch and dinner. 
 
Address: Küçük Ayasofya Mh., Kadırga Limanı Cd. 
No:113, 34130 Fatih/İstanbul

Arch Bistro

Arch Bistro With one of the owners



Marbella Terrace Cafe Restaurant
A beautiful restaurant overlooking the Bosphorus 
with options of terrace dining. Stay warm outside in 
the winter with supplied blankets. Friendly service 
with a smile, affordable and tasty food. 
 
Address: Küçük Ayasofya Mh., Çayıroğlu Sk. No:32, 
44420 Fatih/İstanbul

3 4

Right in the heart of the action, close to the Hagia 
Sophia and Blue Mosque. This is a great place to try a 
testi kebab. Great vegetarian options! 
 
Address: Binbirdirek Mh., Işık Sk. No:6, 34122 Fatih/ 
İstanbul

Istanbul Ottoman Kitchen

TAKSIM

If you're in the Taksim area and looking for a quick 
bite to eat this restaurant is the no-frills answer. 
Modern decor with western food options including 
pizzas and burgers and reasonable prices for the 
area. 
 
Address: Asmalı Mescit Mahallesi, Tünel Gç. 2-4, 
34430 Beyoğlu/

Well Done by Midpoint
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İstanbul Falafel House

 On the eastern end of Taksim, this restaurant is 
open early until after midnight. Homemade falafel 
and hummus, great for vegetarians and budget 
travellers. 
 
Address: Kocatepe Mahallesi, Şht. Muhtar Bey Cd., 
34437 Beyoğlu/İstanbul

If you're feeling shopped out and need in need of a 
break, step into this cafe for cake and coffee. If 
you're like me and can find any excuse to hang out in 
a bookstore you will love it here. Near the western 
end of Istiklal Street and close to the Galata Tower 
this centrally located cafe is easy to find. 
 
Address: Şahkulu Mahallesi, İstiklal Cd. No:237, 
34431 Beyoğlu/İstanbul

Turk Alman Kitabevi & Cafe
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Best season to visit
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Summer

Summer in Istanbul is the busiest time with hot and 
humid temperatures. Istanbul is a very busy city so 
be prepared for long queues at attractions and 
higher prices. On the positive side, you can almost 
guarantee sunshine and more events are taking 
place.

Winter

In winter hotel prices drop as do flights and certain 
activities around the city. If you like the cold 
weather then this is a good time for you to visit. The 
average high is between 9 and 11 degrees from 
December to February and an average low of 3 - 5 
degrees. Rain is likely too so pack some waterproof 
clothing. You don't need to worry about attractions 
being closed as they are open year round.

Spring and Autumn

Spring and Autumn are my favourite times to visit 
busy places and Istanbul is no exception. The 
weather is milder and the crowds are still bearable. 
Peak season is Istanbul starts from May so be aware 
that the earlier in spring you visit the better.

http://www.istanbul-freetour.com/daily-tours/free-tour/
https://www.freeistanbultours.com/tours/istanbul-free-tours/istanbul-free-walking-tour-old-city/
https://www.freeistanbultours.com/tours/istanbul-free-tours/istanbul-free-walking-tour-old-city/


Common scams and how to 
avoid them

The most common scams in Istanbul are ones 
which are found worldwide and especially in the 
Asia/Euro zones. Being able to recognise when you 
are being scammed is the best defence against it. 
 
 
 
 The most common scam in Istanbul is when taxies 
adjust their meter to rise at a quicker rate than the 
designated fee per km. 
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Scam 1
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The second scam is when paying for the taxi, the 
driver will do a sleight of hand and swap the notes 
you gave for something of a much smaller 
denomination. 

Scam 2

How to avoid
Avoid taking taxies from very touristy areas or 
bus stations. Walk a street or two and then hail 
down a passing one.
If you are in a cab and the meter is rising quicker 
than it should tell the driver you know what is 
happening.
Pay close attention when handing over your 
money. Be certain what you gave the taxi driver.  
Threaten to call the police - The police are well 
aware of these scams and the driver will not want 
the police involved. 

When I knew I was being 
scammed I threatened to call the 
police (even though I didn't have a 
working phone). The driver kept 

telling me I had underpaid him. I 
held my ground until finally, he 
left without me paying more.



Know before you go
Currency:  
Turkish Lira (TL). 
 
Language: 
Turkish 
 
Tipping:  
In restaurants and cafe's it is customary to tip 5- 
10% of the total bill. Round up to the nearest Lira 
for cabs. 
 
TurkishPower socket: 
EU plug - two-pronged round plug 
 
What to wear:  
Be aware Turkey is a Muslim country and in 
certain neighbourhoods, it is disrespectful for 
women to wear short skirts and have shoulders 
uncovered. For entry into mosques, women must 
cover their heads - at the larger ones, these are 
usually provided. 
 
Safety: 
I felt completely safe when walking around 
Istanbul. I didn't, however, go out late at night on 
my own. As with anywhere exercise normal 
precautions for walking alone in the dark. Keep 
your personal belongings close to you are be wary 
of pickpockets in busy areas. 



Visas and Entry: 
Most nationalities are required to purchase an e- 
visa online before arrival into Turkey. Enter your 
nationality into this website to see if you require a 
visa. 
 
Important Opening Information: 
Please check websites for accurate opening 
information and hours. 
Hagia Sophia and other museums are closed on 
Mondays during the winter season. 
Topkapi & Harem are closed on Tuesdays. 
The Blue Mosque is closed during daily prayer 
times.
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https://www.turkeyvisagov.com/?matchtype=b&device=c&adposition=1t1&keyword=%2Be%20%2Bvisa%20%2Bturkey&gclid=Cj0KCQiAi57gBRDqARIsABhDSMqoIX0twiGqKln1QJaBST8G1nY_92n_nliHN_YOxiuIyFt-zvWj_zsaApD3EALw_wcB


THANK YOU!

Thanks so much for 
joining me for this insight 

into the crazy, beautiful 
metropolis of Istanbul!

Tag #ceistanbul in your 
Instagram posts so I can 

see where you end up and 
what you love most about 

the city.

I look forward to seeing 
you around the blog and 

getting more freebies and 
travel insights to you.

XX - Curiously Erin
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