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With each
passing day, the
further I roam
from what's
known, the more
I know, home is
anywhere in the
world.
Curiously Erin

Introduction

Thank you for visiting
Curiously Erin and
downloading this
ebook. This must mean
you're looking for the
best budget travel tips
on the web.

What I want most
from this ebook is to
inspire people from all
walks of life to follow
their dreams and see
as much of the world
as possible.

If you are anything like
me, I used to think
travel was expensive.
However the more time
I spend travelling, the
more I realise this is so
far from the truth.

This ebook has over
101 tips on saving
money when travelling
to help even those
with the least amount
of saving take the
plunge and jump on a
plane, bus or train to
start their exploration
and fall in love with
the world like I have.

I have found there are
always cheaper ways to
do even the most
expensive things.
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PLANNING
"Work, Travel, Save, Repeat"
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Be flexible on travel dates.
Midweek flights tend to be cheaper than
weekends. See if you can start your leave
on a Tuesday or Wednesday. Use this tip
while overseas also.

Sign up for travel alerts.
Head to your local airline websites and
comparison sites like Skyscanner and
sign up for email alerts. You can choose
to add alerts for certain destinations or
to be alerted when there are sales.

Book one way flights.
While one-way flights are sometimes
more expensive, unless you are sure of
when you want to return, don't be
slapped with hundreds of dollar change
fees.
Travel during off-peak and shoulder
season.
Not only flights to your destination be
cheaper, but accommodation and
activities also. Find out when this is with
a simple Google search.
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Travel to cheaper destinations
Some places are renowned for being
expensive. Visit cheaper destinations to
get more value for your money. Some
great budget destinations are Eastern
Europe, Asia and Central/South America.
Join frequent flyer programs.
Most airlines offer free frequent flyer
programs. Pick 1 or 2 and start earning
points for things you will spend money
on regardless. You can usually link debit
and credit cards as well as get points for
hotels, accommodation and online
purchases. This in detail is called point
hacking (see #13).
Don't book through travel agents.
Travel agents take a commission from
sales which means that the price they
offer is more than the price if you did
the research and booking yourself.
Apply for visas through government
websites.
The cheapest way to apply for a visa is
through the government website of the
country you wish to visit. Be careful of
third party companies that charge more
to help you through the process. These
can be good however if you need to
expedite your visa.
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Get travel insurance.
If you can't afford travel insurance, you
can't afford to travel. DO NOT risk
travelling without this cover. Make sure
you know what you will be covered for.

Unlock your mobile/cell phone.
Before leaving the country ask your
service provider to remove the lock on
your phone. This way you can avoid
roaming charges by getting a local SIM
card.
Use birthdays and Christmases wisely.
If you have a few essential items you
want for your travels let your friends and
family know. Either they can buy them
for you or give you money towards
something useful. Don't feel guilty
asking, as most people are more than
happy to give a useful gift.

Increase your travel budget.
This is a book in itself. For starters make
a list of all your expenses and cut out
the luxuries. For example, new clothes,
nails and hair to name a few.

2.
Money
"You can always make money,
you can't always make memories"

13.

14.
15.

16.

Learn all you can about point hacking.
Some people are so good at this they
only ever fly for free and in business
class. Nomadic Matt has the American's
covered and Vikki from 'Make time to
see the world' helps out the Aussies.
From somewhere else? Google point
hacking and your country.
Apply for debit/credit cards with zero
foreign transaction fees.
If you are a frequent traveller this one
hack will save you hundreds if not
thousands of dollars. I use a Citibank
debit card which is completely fee free.
Use a travel money card.
If you don't travel as frequently and not
want the hassle of changing banks take
a travel money card. These can be used
like debit cards and have your own
money loaded on to them. They are free
to use at stores but may charge a small
fee when withdrawing currency. See if
your frequent flyer card has one to get
additional points.
Take a backup card.
If anything happens to your main card
(and trust me it will at some point or
other) have a backup card. This will
avoid you having to pay for additional
nights accommodation while waiting for
a replacement to come.
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Take a credit card.
While most places accept debit cards, car
rental companies will require you to
have a credit card. Otherwise they could
put a hold on thousands of dollars of
your savings. This is also a great backup
card - keep it separate to your others.
Check if you need USD.
Some countries will require you to pay
for things in US currency. Check ahead
to see if this is the case to avoid
expensive currency conversions. For
example, our visa to enter Myanmar was
$50 USD.
Never exchange money at the airport.
Don't be fooled into the 'no
commission' signs. Instead of charging a
commission, they will give you a very
poor exchange rate to make their
money.
Withdraw money in local ATM's.
I always wait until I am in the country
before I withdraw money. While some
people like to have something ahead of
time, try to only take the minimum to
get you by.
Also, ATM shop around. If the machine
wants to charge you money cancel and
try another until you find a free one (In
some countries this won't be possible).
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Always count your change.
I have lost count of how many times I
have been short-changed. Much to the
surprise and shock of the shop
attendant. They'll hold their ground, so
be sure of what you gave them and
insist you get your correct change.

Use a currency converter.
It's all too easy to fall into the trap of
thinking something sounds cheap when
it's not. Have an offline currency
converter app until you get used to the
exchange rate. I like to use Currency
Converter Plus.
Have a budget tracker.
Some people like to keep track of their
expenses with a budget tracker. I
personally don't use one, but have heard
Trail Wallet is a good one.

3.
Activities

"We travel not to escape life,
but for life not to escape us"
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Google 'free things to do in...'
The easiest way to find free and cheap
things to do in a city is to google it.
Join a free walking tour.
For the best tips and insights into a new
place join a free walking tour. These are
located all over the world and are often
multiple per city on different topics.
Check out my Guide to the best free
walking tours in Europe.
Discover the joys of Showaround.
Showaround is a website that allows
locals to sign up to be tour guides. They
price themselves and write a short bio
about their interests. Generally the local
is studying tourism, languages or just
wants to meet people. So tours are
cheap, sometimes free. I did this in
Barcelona and got so many local tips out
of it.
Use free audio guides.
You'll be surprised how many free audio
guides are out there. I have used the
izi.travel for 2 driving tours in
Montenegro. In Europe, they have close
to 1000 tours on offer.
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Go without a guide.
Unless you are hugely interested in the
attraction you are seeing, skip the guide
entirely. Check ahead of time to see if
there are information boards in your
language. Or go one step under a
personal tour and pay for their electronic
guide.
Don't go inside.
Many of the must-see's and do's are
very touristy and cost a lot to go inside.
When I visited Versailles in France I
wandered the grounds for free and saved
€18 by not going inside. The interior
didn't interest me and I would have only
gone in just to say I had.
Check for free days at museums.
Many museums in Europe have free
entry to the public on the first Sunday of
the month. Paris and Florence are two
places where you will find this.
State museums in the UK are free.
Entry into state run museums are free
for all ages. Take a look at TripSavvy's
post on the best Free London museums.
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Research alternate ways to see things.
Some expensive sites and attractions
have an alternate cheaper way of
visiting. For example, in the Dolomites
some of the amazing trails and passes
have expensive entrances. There are also
lesser known back ways to get to the
same destination.

Attend a free concert or event.
Have you heard of the famous
Edinburgh Fringe Festival? Did you know
they also have a free Fringe? Switzerland
and places in the US offer free movies in
the park and all around the world are
free concerts and music. Either ask a
local or make Google your best friend.
Use voucher and coupon sites.
Sites like Groupon, Travelzoo and
Vouchercloud will save you money on
food, accommodation, and siteseeing activities. I have used Travelzoo
to get Cirque Du Soleil Tickets for
$20-$30, and a huge room in a Vegas
hotel for the cost of a hostel bed.
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Buy Annual Passes.
For linked attractions like US National
Parks it can be significantly cheaper to
buy the annual pass. Work out the cost
of paying individually vs a bundled pack.
Check city cards.
City cards are a set price and offer
admission into a group of attractions,
museums and offer discounts at food
outlets. These can be pricey, but
depending on your itinerary can save
you a lot of money. Before buying, make
sure you actually want to visit the
included places.
Barter for group discounts.
Especially in Asia if you have a group
you can usually get great discounts. So
round-up everyone in your hostel and
shop around to get the cheapest deal.
Not staying in a hostel? Ask other
travellers you see in the street.
Make hiking your favourite activity.
This is my favourite thing to do when
travelling. It's free, you get outside and
you'll see so much of the countryside.
The best hiking apps, are Mapy.cz and
Maps.me both show trails that aren't on
Google Maps and Mapy even shows
topography.

4.
FOOD
"You have to taste the culture to
understand it"
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Buy food in supermarkets.
Not only are you getting a cheaper meal,
you also get to experience shopping for
groceries in the country you are in. I love
going into supermarkets regardless of
whether I want to buy food or not.
Stay in places that have a kitchen.
Whether it's an Airbnb or a hostel
staying somewhere with cooking
facilities can save you a lot of money.
The two biggest travel expenses are
accommodation and meals in
restaurants.
Don't buy coffee out.
If you're anything like me, you'll have to
have your daily coffee. That adds up at
$5 cup. Pack an Aeropress - this nifty
coffee maker is my favourite. It's small
and you just have to buy ground coffee
and add hot water.
Eat street food.
Some of the best and most memorable
meals I have had travelling have been
from street vendors. Not only are they
super cheap, they are quick and
delicious. If you are worried about
getting sick, eat at a popular place with
the locals.
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Pack lunches.
Make a lunch to go during the day or
return back to where you are staying to
make lunch. Sandwiches are easy and
last for a few hours.
Snacks!
Always have snacks on hand. I always
joke that handbags are just snack bags.
You will make unhealthy and expensive
decisions when you are hungry, so don't
let it get that far. Not to mention hangry
- your poor travel partners.
Enjoy picnics.
Eating lunch or dinner in a park, down
the beach or in front of a famous
landmark is so cute. Check alcohol
consumption laws and even have a few
cheeky glasses of wine.
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Buy from markets.
Get your picnic supplies at the local
markets. Spain is great for this as are
the farmers markets in Australia and the
US. You'll be surprised at how cheap you
can eat when doing this.
Fill up on free samples.
As much as I love snacks, I love free
samples. Wandering markets and
through touristy food areas you'll sure
be offered a bunch of free samples.
Yum!
Eat local food.
When in Asia, eat Asian food. If you try
to get Western meals like pasta and
burgers you'll end up paying more. Plus,
the best way to experience a culture is
my the food.
Limit alcohol consumption.
Another big expense is alcohol.
Especially at bars. Even in cheap
countries when you have a night out, a
few drinks adds up and becomes a days
budget easily.
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Pre-game.
If you must go out, channel your
younger self and pre-game. Not sure
what I mean by pre-game? Buy alcohol
at the supermarket and get a good buzz
going before heading out.
Make the most of the Aperitivo.
Italy's version of the happy hour.
Between the hours of 7-9pm
(depending on where you are) when you
buy a drink you have access to a buffet
of light meals and snacks.
Find which bars give snacks with drinks.
Not just in Italy, but other bars offer free
snacks with every drink purchase. Ask
around to see if there are any in your
city.
Limit alcohol consumption.
Another big expense is alcohol.
Especially at bars. Even in cheap
countries when you have a night out, a
few drinks adds up and becomes a days
budget easily.
Don't over order.
In Europe most restaurants will serve
bread before the meal.
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Be careful of service charges.
Check to see if restaurants charge
service fees before sitting down. In
touristy areas this can be a percentage
of the total cost which can be very
expensive.

Don't assume water is free.
Water in Europe at restaurants is rarely
free.

Use TripAdvisors cheap eats filter
A little bit of research goes a long way.
Filter restaurants in your area by 'cheap
eats' on TripAdvisor. This will show you
the places to eat which have been rated
one $ sign.

Look at menus ahead of time.
Heard of a restaurant you want to eat
at? See if you can find the menu online
or pop in for a squizz at an earlier time
to see if it's within your price range.
Also, don't be embarrassed to leave a
restaurant after sitting down if it's to
expensive.
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Find all you can eat bars.
If you're a big eater (not me) look for all
you can eat restaurants. You can find
these all around the world. Adversely,
don't pay for all you can eat meals if you
have a stomach the size of a pea.
Don't over order.
In Europe most restaurants will serve
bread before the meal.

Find 'Pay what you want restaurants'.
This is a new concept to me, but they
allow you to pay what you think the
meal is worth. Here are 13 pay what you
want restaurants around the world.

5.
Transport
"Some beautiful paths can't be
discovered without getting lost"
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Walk everywhere.
I love walking and whenever I'm visiting
a new city I see and feel it so much more
by walking through different areas and
neighbourhoods. The best part is
walking doesn't cost you a cent.
Use public transport.
If where you need to go is super far
away, use public transportation. It is so
much cheaper than taxi's and you'll feel
like a local when you figure it all out.
Ask someone at the bus stop, or the bus
drivers to help you get from A to B.
Don’t buy the Eurail.
A lot of people recommend buying a
Eurail ticket, but trains in Europe are
expensive! Prices start at $223 for 3 days
of travel in a one month period. Woah!
The best way to travel around Europe is
by bus.
Compare bus fares.
Even though buses are generally cheaper
make sure you compare them all to get
the best rate. European bus comparison
sites are BusRadar, Go Euro and
GetByBus.
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Buy tickets ahead of 24 hours.
While it's good to be flexible and not
book too far ahead, some transport
options will increase in price 24 hours
before departure. Flixbus is an example
of this.
Consider Busabout
Busabout is not the cheapest way of
travelling. However, if you want to jump
between a lot of cities and countries
over a short period of time this could be
an option for you. Buses pass through
cities every couple of days and your pass
allows you to get off anywhere on the
route.

Use car sharing websites and apps.
Websites like BlaBlaCar in Europe,
Gumtree in Australia and Craigslist in
the US allow drives to list their trip with
the possibility of adding passengers.
This is quicker than other transport and
much cheaper as you pay your portion of
fuel.
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Hitchhike.
While not for everyone, I have found
hitchhiking to be a great way of getting
around for free. I have never hitchhiked
between destinations with luggage but
mostly on day trips to landmarks and
hard to reach places.
Check the cost of flights.
With the increase in low fare airlines,
you'll be surprised at how cheap some
flights will be. Much cheaper than other
options.
Always find out the cost of a taxi fare
before getting in.
Coming from a Western country it's
assumed the taxi fare will be started and
be a fair cost. This is not the case
throughout the world. The biggest
scams I have encountered have been
with taxi's. Make sure you ask how
much first, or for the driver to use a
meter if they have one.
Find out a ballpark taxi price.
Ask a local or your hotel ahead of time
how much a taxi should cost to get
where you are going. This will ensure
you know you aren't getting ripped off.
Just arriving? Email your hotel ahead of
time.

73.

74.
75.
76.

Use taxi apps.
If I never had to use a taxi again and go
through all the bullsh*t of scams that
come with them, I would be more than
happy. So where possible avoid taxi's
altogether with apps like Uber. Different
countries have their equivalent.
Southeast Asia is Grab, Bolt in some
European countries. Check online to find
out the best one for where you are
going.
Take into consideration distances to
airports when making bookings.
Flights may only be a fraction more, so
you decide it's better to fly than bus.
But airports tend to be a long way from
the city centre and are expensive to get
to. Take into consideration cost of
getting to and from the airport.
Think twice before getting a tuk tuk.
Tuk Tuk's in smaller towns may be the
only way to get around. In places like
Bangkok they will cost you more than a
regular taxi as they are geared towards
tourists.
Find free or cheaper parking.
You may have to walk a couple of blocks
to your hotel or local attractions but it's
better than paying astronomical
amounts for parking.
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"Blessed are the
curious, for they
shall have
adventures"
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Hostels are not always the cheapest.
There are many places around the world
that offer cheaper hotel rooms and
Airbnb's than a bed in a hostel. Compare
different sites to find what is cheapest.
In Eastern Europe, you can find amazing
apartments on Airbnb for significantly
less than a private room in a hostel.
Use Couchsurfing.
I love couchsurfing! Some of my best
places I have visited have been where I
couchsurfed for the reason I had a local
tour guide. Don't just expect a free
nights accommodation, but a shared
two-way cultural experience.
Take overnight transport.
Save on a nights accommodation by
taking overnight buses and trains. Just
make sure they will be comfy enough to
sleep and you can check in to your next
nights accommodation early.
Use Hostelworld.
Compare hostels through the
Hostelworld app or website. See reviews
left by other travellers and know what is
included in your room rate. I.e. towels,
breakfast etc.
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Camp.
Already have camping gear? Why not
travel and stay in campsites. This will
definitely keep costs down in expensive
countries like Switzerland.
Housesit.
When pet owners go away, they want
someone to look after their home and
animals. Sign up for Trusted
Housesitters to find free accommodation
in exchange for looking after someones
furry friend.

Are you a cyclist?
Travel the world by bicycle and take
advantage of websites like Warm
Showers and Bike Surf for free places to
stay as hosted by fellow bikers. Think of
this as Couchsurfing for cyclists.

Are you a solo traveller?
Sick of paying single supplements? Me
too! Use Solo Traveler World's
accommodation guide.
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Stay in University Rooms.
During university holidays, student
dorms are usually on offer for rent.
These basic rooms are perfect for a
cheap place to rest your head. Google
your city to find out if they are available
or look the this guide for the UK.
Free breakfast.
Take advantage of places that offer free
breakfast or other meals. Many hotels
and hostels offer breakfast free of
charge and won't charge higher rates for
their rooms. Pack a few snacks for the
day and see if you can even find a hostel
that includes dinner.
Walk around to find the best deal.
The best accommodation deals in Asia
and South America are usually found last
minute by wandering around. Small
towns, islands and destinations that
drop off a group of tourists at once will
all be fighting for customers. Check out
the rooms and barter for the best rate.

7.
General

"I love to travel because it gives
you the freedom to be yourself"
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Travel Slowly.
One of my favourite budget travel tips.
The quicker you move around the more
you pay for transportation costs. When
you slow down you not only get a better
feel for the place you are in, but you will
also save money. You'll be able to grab a
few cooking essentials, learn the cheaper
local hangouts and get discounts on
longer accommodation stays.
You don't need to go everywhere.
It's important to remove the mentality
of 'I might never come back here'. When
you think like that you will burst the
budget in no time. Plus, do you really
need to see that 5th museum that you
aren't even interested in, just because
your mum's friend said it's a must?
Nope!
Pack light.
Easier said than done. If you can fit
everything into a carry-on, not only do
you save on luggage fees but you will
also be able to walk to your hotels and
avoid the dreaded taxi.
Always talk to locals.
I've mentioned locals a few times
already and it's because they know how
to live well, like a local. They'll be able
to tell you what tourist traps to avoid
and their favourite budget places.
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Speak to other travellers.
As well as the tourists, backpackers and
tourists that look like they've been in
the city for a few days should have a few
tips and recommendations for you also.
Join traveller Facebook groups to get
some insights ahead of your trip.
Get out of the downtown area.
The most expensive accommodation and
restaurants are located in the city centre
or close to attractions. Use Nomadic
Matt's six-block rule. "Never eat within
six blocks of a major tourist sight. The
food is double the price and half as
good."
Carry your student or youth card.
Still a spring chicken or studying? Make
sure you take advantage of this fact. See
if the attractions you want to visit offer
discounts for you. Ski resorts will often
give discounts for students too, you may
just need an additonal letter from your
university.
Pee for free.
Something I hate is having to pay for
peeing. Did you know you can download
apps to find a free toilet and to know
what kind of condition it's in? Some
apps are Flush, Toilet Finder, Sitor Squat,
Toilet Quest and Bathroom Scout.
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Compare, Compare, Compare.
The best way to find the cheapest
flights, accommodation, transport or
activities is to compare as many sites as
possible.
Buy a local SIM card.
Now that your phone is unlocked you
can buy a local SIM card and avoid
excessive roaming charges. Or even
better turn off your roaming and just
rely on wifi.

Download Whatsapp and Viber.
Get your friends and family to download
these apps to stay connected. Many
people use these methods as their main
way of communication. So even when
you don't have a SIM card, you should
be able to call and message international
numbers for free when in wifi.
Visit smaller and lesser known places.
Smaller towns and cities that aren't as
well trodden by tourists will give you
more of an authentic experience and will
also be much cheaper to visit.
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Take a reusable waterbottle.
Not only are you doing the earth a
favour but you'll have access to free
water. Even most countries where you
can't drink the tap water will have water
stations at hotels and restaurants for
you to fill your bottle.
Take into account tipping.
When travelling through the US where
tips are expected, take this into your
account when ordering food. Also
mentally add on service and tax so you
know how much something will actually
costs.
Don't get sucked into useless souvenirs.
Make a conscious decision about what
souvenirs if any you want to take home.
Most are overpriced and useless items
that will get put into a draw and never
seen again. If you do want to buy
souvenirs buy something practical or
useful.
Don't do laundry at hotels.
Hotels charge an arm and a leg for the
privilege of washing your clothes. Either
wash them yourself in a travel wash bag
or take them to a laundromat.
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Learn a few words in the local language.
If locals can see you are making an
effort, they will be less likely to rip you
off. It can also help with bartering.
Work online.
There are so many jobs you can do
online these days. Why not pick up a
flexible job you can do a few hours a
week. Think teaching English online,
virtual assistants or see if your current
job will allow you to work remotely.
Volunteer.
Lastly volunteer. I spent more than half
of my year in Europe volunteering with
programs like Workaway, Worldpackers
and HelpX.
In exchange for a few hours of work a
day you get free accommodation and
food. On top of this you spend an
extended amount of time in one
country, get to immerse yourself in the
culture and customs of a new place and
meet locals and people from around the
world alike.
As a thank you for getting to the end
you can use my coupon code
(CURIOUSLYERIN) or the link above to
get $20 off an annual membership with
Worldpackers.

Congratulations!
You made it to the end!
I hope you have learnt
many ways to save money
on your upcoming or
current travels.
Travelling is something
that has taught me so
much about myself,
others and cultures. I
want to share this
opportunity with as many
people as possible.

Each time I have travelled
was special in its own way
and I not only came out a
new person each time but
I had a new found
tolerance and respect
towards the people and
places I visited.
My hopes for this ebook is
that you will be able to
experience as much of the
world as you wish and
won't let money issues
stop you.

One last thing..
Did you enjoy this ebook?
If so, I would appreciate
you clicking here to share
my subscribe page with
your friends and family so
they can start travelling
cheaper too!

Erin xx

